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SUPREME COURT OF WI SCONSI N 
 

    
  NOTI CE 

Thi s or der  i s subj ect  t o f ur t her  
edi t i ng and modi f i cat i on.   The 
f i nal  ver si on wi l l  appear  i n t he 
bound vol ume of  t he of f i c i al  
r epor t s.  
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I n t he mat t er  of  amendment  of  Supr eme Cour t  
Rul e 12. 07 Rel at i ng t o Assessment  of  At t or neys 
f or  t he Wi sconsi n Lawyer s '  Fund f or  Cl i ent  
Pr ot ect i on.    
 

FI LED 
 

APR 29,  2011 
 

A.  John Voel ker  
Act i ng Cl er k of  

Supr eme Cour t  
Madi son,  WI  

 

  
 
 

On December  17,  2010,  t he Wi sconsi n Lawyer s '  Fund f or  Cl i ent  

Pr ot ect i on ( " t he Fund" )  pet i t i oned t hi s cour t  t o amend Supr eme Cour t  

Rul e ( SCR)  12. 07 r el at i ng t o t he assessment  of  at t or neys f or  

oper at i on of  t he Fund.   The Fund was cr eat ed by t hi s cour t  i n 1981,  

and i s desi gned t o pr ovi de r ei mbur sement  t o c l i ent s who have i ncur r ed 

f i nanci al  l osses due t o t he di shonest  conduct  of  t hei r  at t or neys.  

Member s of  t he St at e Bar  of  Wi sconsi n ar e assessed annual  f ees t o 

f i nance t he Fund.   The Fund i s r ecommendi ng t hat  SCR 12. 07 be amended 

t o pr ovi de f or  an annual  assessment  of  $20 begi nni ng wi t h t he dues 

st at ement  f or  Fi scal  Year  2013 ( Jul y 1,  2012 – June 30,  2013) .   The 

amendment  i s i nt ended t o pr ovi de a mor e r el i abl e and pr edi ct abl e 

sour ce of  i ncome f or  payment  of  el i gi bl e c l ai ms.   The pr oposed 

amendment  pr ovi des t hat  t he cour t  wi l l  r evi ew SCR 12. 07 ever y f i ve 

year s t o eval uat e whet her  t he assessment  and r eser ve f und ar e 

appr opr i at e t o meet  t he l egi t i mat e c l ai ms of  c l i ent s.   A publ i c 
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hear i ng on t he pet i t i on was conduct ed on Apr i l  11,  2011.   At  t he 

ensui ng open admi ni st r at i ve conf er ence t he cour t  di scussed t he mat t er  

and vot ed unani mousl y t o gr ant  t he pet i t i on wi t h mi nor  

c l ar i f i cat i ons.   Ther ef or e,   

I T I S ORDERED t hat ,  ef f ect i ve Januar y 1,  2012,  t he Supr eme Cour t  

Rul es ar e amended as f ol l ows:  

SECTI ON 1.   12. 07 ( t i t l e)  of  t he Supr eme Cour t  Rul es i s amended as 

f ol l ows:  

12. 07  Assessment  of  at t or neys;  r eser ve;  enf or cement .  

SECTI ON 2.   12. 07 ( 2)  ( t i t l e)  of  t he Supr eme Cour t  Rul es i s 

cr eat ed t o r ead:  

12. 07 ( 2)   ANNUAL ASSESSMENTS;  RESERVE.  

SECTI ON 3.   12. 07 ( 2)  of  t he Supr eme Cour t  Rul es i s r enumber ed 

12. 07 ( 2)  ( a)  and amended t o r ead:  

12. 07 ( 2)  ( a)   Annual Assessments.   Commenci ng wi t h t he st at e 

bar ' s Jul y 1,  1982 2013 f i scal  year ,  ever y at t or ney shal l  pay t o t he 

f und such an annual  assessment  as i s necessar y t o mai nt ai n a bal ance 

i n t he f und of  $250, 000,  but  i n no event  shal l  any annual  assessment  

exceed $25. of  $20.   An at t or ney whose annual  st at e bar  member shi p 

dues ar e wai ved f or  har dshi p shal l  be excused f r om t he payment  of  t he 

annual  assessment  f or  t hat  year .   An at t or ney shal l  be excused f r om 

t he payment  of  t he annual  assessment  f or  t he f i scal  year  dur i ng whi ch 

he or  she i s admi t t ed t o pr act i ce i n Wi sconsi n.  

SECTI ON 4.   12. 07 ( 2)  ( b)  of  t he Supr eme Cour t  Rul es i s cr eat ed t o 

r ead:  

12. 07 ( 2)  ( b)   Reserve.   As of  May 1 of  each year ,  any f unds i n 

excess of  t hose r equi r ed f or  payment  of  appr oved cl ai ms shal l  be 
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mai nt ai ned i n a r eser ve account  f or  t he Wi sconsi n Lawyer s Fund f or  

Cl i ent  Pr ot ect i on.   

SECTI ON 5.   12. 07 ( 3)  of  t he Supr eme Cour t  Rul es i s r epeal ed and 

r ecr eat ed as f ol l ows:  

12. 07 ( 3)   SUFFI CI ENCY;  REPORT.   ( a)  Sufficiency of the fund.   The 

commi t t ee shal l  det er mi ne t he net  val ue of  t he f und as of  May 1 of  

each year .   The commi t t ee shal l  det er mi ne t he net  val ue of  t he f und,  

i ncl udi ng t he r eser ve,  af t er  deduct i ng al l  c l ai ms whi ch t he commi t t ee 

has det er mi ned t o pay and whi ch ar e not  di sposed of  at  t he dat e of  

val uat i on,  def er r ed cl ai ms,  c l ai ms r ecei ved but  not  yet  consi der ed by 

t he commi t t ee,  and al l  expenses pr oper l y char geabl e agai nst  t he f und.  

( b)  Report.   The commi t t ee shal l  f i l e a r epor t  of  t he net  val ue 

of  t he f und wi t h t he supr eme cour t  by May 31 of  each year .  

SECTI ON 6.   12. 07 ( 5)  of  t he Supr eme Cour t  Rul es i s cr eat ed t o 

r ead:  

12. 07 ( 5)   PERI ODI C REVI EW.   The supr eme cour t  shal l  r evi ew 

SCR 12. 07 ever y f i ve year s t o det er mi ne i f  t he assessment  and r eser ve 

f und i s adequat e t o t i mel y meet  t he l egi t i mat e c l ai ms of  c l i ent s.    

I T I S FURTHER ORDERED t hat  not i ce of  t he amendment s t o Supr eme 

Cour t  Rul e 12. 07 be gi ven by a s i ngl e publ i cat i on of  a copy of  t hi s 

or der  i n t he of f i c i al  st at e newspaper  and i n an of f i c i al  publ i cat i on 

of  t he St at e Bar  of  Wi sconsi n.  

Dat ed at  Madi son,  Wi sconsi n,  t hi s 29t h day of  Apr i l ,  2011.  
 

BY THE COURT:  
 
 
 
A.  John Voel ker  
Act i ng Cl er k of  Supr eme Cour t  
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